THE GREAT WAR
Major-General Perceval being in hospital I could not be
spared, and so Major-General Bols was sent to the I2th Corps,
as the matter was urgent, and I was retained for the Canadian
Corps. In fact General PercivaTs influenza altered my whole
career!
I shall never forget my arrival at the Canadian Corps at
Bailleul. The corps, which had only been formed that day,
was commanded by Lieutenant-General Alderson of Mounted
Infantry fame. I had never met him before. Seely (now
Lord Mottistone) commanded the Canadian Cavalry Brigade.
The corps at the moment was only the ist Canadian Division,
just handed over from Alderson to Currie, and the Cavalry
Brigade. Brigadier-General Wood was A.A. and Q.M.G.
There was no General Staff, or rather none had arrived, and
the head clerk had lost his uniform and appeared in plain
clothes and a bowler hat!
The corps was in the line near Messines. Major Ross
Hayter arrived next day as G.S.O.2 and Major Mitchell as
Intelligence Officer. The 2nd Canadian Division arrived
shortly afterwards under Major-General Turner, V.C., and
later the 3rd Division under Major-General Lipsett, and later
still the 4th Division under Major-General Mercer.
I think I am right in saying that the first real raid was made
by the yth Canadian Battalion under Lieutenant-Colonel
Odium and was a complete success. I visited the raiding
party shortly before the raid, and promised them a week's
leave if they succeeded, which they did. The Army refused
the leave, but they got it in the end. Early in 1916 the
Canadian Corps was ordered to move up to the Ypres Salient
in relief of the V Corps.
I think it was the first time that a whole corps had relieved
another corps. It involved an enormous amount of Staff
work, but we got through successfully and eventually moved
our H.Q. to Abeele. We had some very heavy fighting
about Hill 60 and the St. Eloi craters.
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